
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Environmental Health Watch 
 
  
Your Project Title: One Garden Valley; Fresh, Local and Equitable (FreshLo) 

Your Project Summary: The One Garden Valley” initiative will use food, arts, and culture as lenses through 

which to address youth development, safety, social and spatial disconnect, resident engagement and 

problem solving skills. We will activate creative safe spaces and inspire youth leadership through holistic 

entrepreneurial activities focused on performing arts, visual and media arts, culinary arts, and urban 

agriculture. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy - The application demonstrated strong artistic and cultural 

vibrancy. Diverse and dynamic activities with the community in mind. Would like to have seen more specifics 

on when/how the content produced would be presented to the community - it's not clear. Organizational 

Capacity - The application demonstrated strong organizational capacity - evidence of being well versed in 

these types of projects. Public Benefit - The application demonstrated strong public benefit. Clearly the 

applicant knows how to engage community in developing and implementing a project that will benefit them. 

The use of pilot projects in driving this project development is notable. Really exemplary public benefit here. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This project demonstrates public benefit in many ways: the organization has been intentional 

about working with community in a responsive, thoughtful way to develop this project. The project truly 

appears to respond to community needs/wishes as demonstrated by information about the year of 

community engagement/listening/surveying completed. Organization is seeking to build long term, 

substantive relationships through this project. Arts/cultural vibrancy is present in the diverse array of 

elements involved in project - all revolving around arts and culture. Qualified arts/cultural professionals are 

involved in the planning/implementation of project. The project urges people to think differently, might 

challenge some people. The students involved in the programming will be exposed to new skills and ideas. 

Organizational capacity is demonstrated by the detailed plan for project and wide array of individuals and 

organizations that are involved in facilitation and success of the project. As for ability to raise matching 

funds - it appears that the organization is hoping for a successful Kresge grant application for the vast 

majority of the rest of the money (~200K out of 254K project budget). This concerns me and makes me 

wonder about viability: what will happen to the project if they do not receive this grant? 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: Environmental Health Watch builds 

meaningful relationships with residents and community partners. In addition to inspiring a connection to the 

land, healthy environment and healthy food habits the organization is fostering and developing youth voice 

and leadership through sitting on the program steering committee but also through student led radio and 

social media programming. The organization did not justly elevate its reasoning for a cohort of 16. Artistic 

& Cultural Vibrancy: The organization's robust programming (social media/marketing, performing arts and 

culinary arts) is created by engaging a diverse team of arts and cultural professionals, qualified to complete 

the project. FreshLo inspires its community to think, speak, cook, eat and grow creatively and differently. 

Organizational Capacity: Environmental Health Watch demonstrates a practice of strong planning as a 

team to set project goals, measure success and evolve in order to better serve their community. An itemized 

breakdown of CAC funding would have further demonstrated the organization's planning. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant meets the funding criteria. The applicant presents a well thought-out project with 

historical and political context. The applicant has created an excellent example of incorporating arts in the 

revitalization of a community riddled with poverty. The proposal clearly identifies additional leveraged 

resources, implantation of planning with stakeholders, artist and residents to execute goals. The applicant 

displays a significant approach to addressing the critical concerns of environmental justice within a 

community that lacks access to healthy, nutritious, and affordable foods. Arts and culture is clearly an 

essential part of the project and I appreciate the applicant creating opportunities for youth engagement in 

the decision making process. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: One Garden Valley - Fresh food, arts and culture via youth leadership. Why are there only 12 

students trained? Have you considered ways that you can multiply the impact in future years? 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

